A major goal was to establish grounds for improved rapprochement between the societies. One proposal was to have a 'Bethesda-type conference' for this purpose.
Dr Jeff Olin (Outgoing President of SVMB) and Dr Jon Halperin (President Elect of SVMB) attended the meeting of the American College of Cardiology Cardiovascular Subspecialty Leadership Group on behalf of the SVMB. This meeting was also attended by the officials of the American College of Cardiology, the American Society of Echocardiography, the American Society of Nuclear Cardiologists, the Heart Failure Society of America, NASPE, the Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Intervention, the Society for Magnetic Resonance Imaging, the Society for Geriatric Cardiology and the Society for Thoracic Surgery. Issues discussed included the accreditation of laboratories that perform imaging modalities and also the certification of individuals in various subspecialties (e.g. electrophysiology, cardiac intervention). The hope is that ultimately vascular medicine will become a recognized subspecialty of cardiovascular medicine. Officials of the SVMB are highly involved in all of these initiatives. A website is currently under development by the American College of Cardiology and the American Heart Association. Each of the societies listed will have opportunities to provide input into this website and to have links between that society's own website and the ACC/AHA mega-website.
The PAD Primary Care series is nearing completion. This series, funded by Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, has been very well received. All slides from PAD audioconferences 1-4 have now been sent to members of the SVMB on disk. The whole series of eight monographs is to be reprinted in a bound volume for distribution to members and inclusion in all biomedical libraries. Titles include, Morbidity of PAD: medical approaches to claudication, Severe PAD: limb salvage and revascularization failure and Women and PAD. The initial objective of the The Vascular Medicine Council (VMC), initiated by Dr Emile Mohler at the University of Pennsylvania, is to develop a national membership of vascular thought leaders that would be linked by a virtual collaborative network. The virtual network will use the power of the internet to help facilitate communication amongst its members. A formal letter of agreement has been developed and agreed to by the VMC and the SVMB. In addition, the VMC has initiated discussions with a company to develop webbased programming and a CME program to implement on the web. Dr Mohler informed the Trustees of the SVMB that the VMC will offer continuing medical education credit through the CME office at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine and that the project will be supported through an unrestricted educational grant from Merck and Co.
Currently, public awareness of vascular disease remains relatively low in spite of varied efforts to provide such education. The Vascular Disease Foundation (VDF) was formed several years ago by Dennis Newman, former owner of the IMEX company (maker of Dopplers). The primary goal of the VDF is education of the public about vascular disease. Dr Alan Hirsch is currently president of the VDF. Recently, the VDF has developed a web page to provide information to the general public. The VDF will collaborate with the SVMB as well as other vascular societies to achieve the goals of the organization. Other members of the SVMB who are on the board of the VDF include Dr William Hiatt and Dr Judith Regensteiner.
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